HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION
CITY LANDMARK DESIGNATION
STAFF REPORT
YGNACIO HOUSE
214 EAST DE LA GUERRA STREET
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA
APN 031-082-002
Background:
The one-story, wood-framed,
Italianate
house
was
constructed circa 1875. From
1908 to 1922, it was the home
of Luisa Ygnacio, a Barbareño
Chumash and last speaker of
the
Barbareño
Chumash
language. The house is the
important site of her interviews
with the noted anthropologist
Alfred Kroeber and ethnologist
and linguist John Peabody
Harrington and memorializes
her contribution to the
preservation of the Chumash
language, history, folklore, and
culture.
A Historic Structures Sites
report has been prepared by
The Italianate house at 214 East De La Guerra Street in 1914, with the intricate widow’s
walk railing on the hipped roof. Luisa Ygnacio and her daughter Juliana are featured in the
Alexandra Cole of Preservation
photograph. Courtesy of Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History.
Planning Associates in 2017 and
is summarized in this staff
report. The report determined that the building, which retains much of its original design and materials
on the front street elevation of the building, is eligible for listing as a City Landmark. The Santa Barbara
Conservancy nominated the building as a City Landmark in February 2016, due to the importance of
the site to Santa Barbara’s cultural heritage. The house meets the City Landmark eligibility criteria for
its architectural style and historical significance due to its association with Luisa Ygnacio. It is the
opinion of the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) Designations Subcommittee that the building
is an excellent candidate for City Landmark designation.
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Vicinity Map

Red line indicates proposed boundary of
the City Landmark designation as the
boundary of the original parcel to
allow for adequate review of any
changes for compatibility.

Vicinity Map, City of Santa Barbara Mapping
Analysis and Printing System, 2013
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Historic Context:
At the time of the cottage’s
construction, the block was sparsely
settled, with two existing adobe houses
from the Spanish era. In the 1880s, the
property was owned by one of the
Dominguez families, who had lived in
an adobe house on the same block.
Now surrounded by surface level
parking, the house is a survivor of a
once popular residential area that grew
up around the Spanish Presidio.
Luisa Ygnacio was a Barbareño
Chumash born at the Santa Barbara
Mission’s Indian Compound in 1830.
Her own mother had been born and
raised at the Mission. Her father was a
Ygnacio House: The front elevation of the Italianate style retains most of its
violinist in the Mission orchestra.
elements including the large shiplap siding, full-length front porch, and
Because the priests were raising her to original
two-over-two, wood, double hung windows. Photo taken February 2, 2017.
be a servant, they sent her to serve at the
Hill household, from which she ran
away and returned to the Mission. She remained at the Mission until she was married for the first time
at age 16. She was married twice and had a total of 15 children.
In 1908, Luisa Ygnacio, recently widowed after her second husband died, bought the Italianate house
at 214 East De La Guerra Street after she sold the family ranch in Goleta. In 1912, Alfred Kroeber,
renowned anthropologist and scholar of California Native Americans, interviewed Luisa Ygnacio.
Two years later, John Peabody Harrington, a noted ethnologist visited Luisa Ygnacio and made
recordings of her speaking the Barbareño Chumash language. Luisa Ygnacio was the last Barbareño
Chumash speaker, whose work at this house with Kroeber and Harrington, documenting Chumash
language, history, folklore, and culture, contributed greatly to our present-day understanding of
Chumash heritage. In 1923, Harrington also excavated and documented Burton Mound, the site of
the Chumash village Syukhtun. According to Harrington’s obituary, he devoted the greater part of his
time to fieldwork, being particularly interested in searching out “last survivors” of tribes on the verge
of extinction. As noted in an article about Chumash women by Ernestine De Soto and John Johnson,
“Chumash like Luisa Ygnacio found it a challenge not merely to adapt to the new Yankee ways, but
to retain their connection with the Chumash traditions. Her success in this regard was evident in the
invaluable information she provided John Harrington whom she worked with for eight years.” Luisa
Ygnacio lived in the Italianate house with her daughter, Lucrecia Garcia, and her granddaughter Mary
J. Yee until her death in 1922.
The Italianate Style:
As a city, Santa Barbara underwent massive growth during the 1870s, when Italianate architecture was
extremely fashionable on the West Coast. Nearly always built of wood, Santa Barbara’s Italianates
portray their strong tie to fellow Victorian styles, while showing their Italian reference through low-
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sloped roofs, large eave extensions, and bold,
expressive brackets. Italianate continues to
command a prominent place in the look and feel
of Santa Barbara’s streetscape.
In the United States, thanks in part to landscape
architect Andrew Jackson Downing’s pattern
books, Italianate architecture was popular in
California from 1870 to 1890. Nationwide,
Italianate overshadowed Gothic Revival by 1860,
but was curtailed by the financial panic of 1873. By
the time the economy had stabilized, Italianate was
supplanted by the new Queen Anne style. Like
most of California, architectural styles took a while
to travel from the eastern United States to Santa
Barbara. For this reason, Santa Barbara’s Italianate
was at its peak from 1870 to 1880. In Santa
Barbara, the Italianate houses nearly always had
wood siding as their main wall surface, in part due
to an abundance of lumber on the West Coast.
Referencing the Italian farmhouse and villa, the
Ygnacio house embodies the following features
that are hallmarks of the Italianate style:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Blocky architecture, with no curved walls
and a symmetrical layout;
A shallow, hipped roof that helps to set
apart the Italianate from the other
Victorian styles;
A small widow’s walk at the center of
the roof that provides a place to look
out over picturesque vistas. Although
the ornate iron railing is no longer
existing, the space for the walk remains
at the peak of the hipped roof;
Long, full-width front porch that
extends the living area outside;
Wide shiplap siding;
Thin, square porch posts with beveled
corners and simple, banded square
capitals;
Two-over-two,
elongated,
wood
windows with decorative brackets under
the wood window sill;

Ygnacio House features decorative brackets under the window
sills and a flattened bracket tucked into the corner. Photo taken
February 2, 2017.

Ygnacio House features decorative brackets under front porch. Photo
taken February 2, 2017.
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•
•

Decorative brackets at the corners of the porch; and
Decorative flat brackets tucked into the corners, a minimalist version of the brackets under
the eaves seen on more elaborate examples of the style

Significance:
The City of Santa Barbara defines
historic significance as outlined by
the Municipal Code, Section
22.22.040. Any historic building that
meets one or more of the eleven
criteria established for a City
Landmark can be considered
significant. It is the opinion of the
Historic Landmarks Commission
Designations Subcommittee that the
Ygnacio House is an excellent
candidate for City Landmark
designation per the following five
criteria:

Criterion A. Its character,
interest or value as a significant
part of the heritage of the City, the
State or the Nation

The house is the site where
Luisa Ygnacio worked with noted
John Peabody Harrington and family of Barbareño Chumash Consultants, 1931.
Courtesy of Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History.
anthropologist Alfred Kroeber and
noted ethnologist John Peabody
Harrington to document Chumash language, history, folklore, and culture.

Criterion B. Its location as the site of a significant historic event

The interviews and research offered by Luisa Ygnacio to Alfred Kroeber and John P.
Harrington documenting Chumash language, history, folklore, and culture at the house constitute a
significant historic event.

Criterion C. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed
to the culture and development of the City, the State or the Nation;

The house is identified with Luisa Ygnacio, the last Barbareño Chumash speaker, as well as
noted anthropologist Alfred Kroeber and noted ethnologist and linguist John Peabody Harrington. In
addition to documenting the Chumash language with Luisa Ygnacio in 1923, Harrington also
excavated and documented Burton Mound, the site of the Chumash village Syukhtun.
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Criterion D. Its exemplification of a
particular architectural style or way of life
important to the City, the State, or the
Nation

The building exemplifies the Italianate
style. It is a small version of the style built as a
working-class house, rather than the larger
Italianate buildings on the Westside of
downtown designed for more wealthy patrons.
The neighborhood has few remaining workingclass cottages from the Victorian era. The house
has the character-defining features of the
Italianate style in its shiplap siding; thin, square
porch posts with beveled corners; two-overtwo, elongated, wood windows; and low-sloped,
hipped roof.

Criterion G. Its embodiment of
elements
demonstrating
outstanding
attention to architectural design, detail,
materials and craftsmanship

The thin, square columns with beveled
corners; the decorative brackets; the elongated,
wood, two-over-two windows with brackets
under the windows sills; and wide shiplap siding
demonstrate an outstanding attention to details,
materials, and craftsmanship that is difficult to
replicate and that exemplifies the methods of
construction, craftsmanship, attention to detail,
and artistry of the Italianate style.

The beveled corners and banded capital of the wood porch
posts demonstrate outstanding attend to architectural detail,
materials, and craftsmanship. Photo taken February 2, 2017.

Historic Integrity:
Integrity is the ability of a property to convey
its original appearance. There are essential
physical features that must be considered to
evaluate the integrity of a significant building.
The front portion of the building retains most
of its original features, with the exception of
the iron around the widow’s walk at the peak
of the hipped roof. In 1943, the foundation
was repaired, and the kitchen and service porch
were added. The rear portion has stucco siding
and windows that do not reference the
Italianate portion of the building. The front
Although the front elevation of the building retains its historic
portion of the building retains its integrity of
integrity, the integrity of setting is lost due to the introduction of
location, materials, design, workmanship, parking lots east and west of the building. Photo taken February 2,
2017.
feeling, and association. It does not retain
integrity of setting, which has been lost through the introduction of parking lots on the east and west
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sides. Because the street-facing elevation remains intact, it can still convey its period of significance,
from 1875, when the Italianate house was constructed, through to 1922, when Luisa Ygnacio lived in
the house.
Recommendation:
The HLC Designations Subcommittee and staff recommend that the HLC adopt a resolution to
recommend to City Council that the Ygnacio House be designated as a City Landmark. Staff
recommends the proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation as the boundary of the original
parcel to allow for adequate review of any changes for compatibility.
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