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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
This Historic Sites/Structures Report is for the property at 1303 State Street (APN
039-131-014) (Figures 1 – 2). The applicant proposes to remodel the existing
building and make alterations to the interior. The California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines state that proposed projects are to be analyzed
to determine potential effects to historic resources. Principal No. 8 of the City of
Santa Barbara General Plan provides for the protection of cultural and historic
resources. Guidelines for determining the significance of a property are outlined
in the City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment (MEA) (City of
Santa Barbara MEA: Guidelines for Archaeological Resources and Historic
Structures and Sites Reports (January 2002). The Historic Structures Report (HSR)
will determine the significance of the building at 1303 State Street and its
eligibility for listing as City of Santa Barbara Landmark or Structure of Merit, as
well as nomination to the California Register of Historical Resources and the
National Register of Historic Places. If the property is determined to be
historically significant the report will present guidelines to guide the proposed
project. Prepared by Post/Hazeltine Associates, the HSR follows the guidelines for
such studies as set forth in the City of Santa Barbara MEA.
2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The applicant proposes to remodel both the exterior and interior of the building
at 1303 State Street designed in 1950-1951 by Kem Weber and Roy Cheesman
(Figures 3A – 3B). The applicant, Bosse Toy Train Museum, Inc., is proposing to
alter the existing east and west elevations of the building and to remodel the
interior, including removing existing non-bearing interior walls and built-in
counters. Richard Redmond, of Edwards/Pitman Architects, is the architect for
the project (City of Santa Barbara Master Application for 1303 State Street, July
17, 2009). Because the building at 1303 State Street, a separate legal parcel, is
part of a unified design by Kem Weber, which also includes the two separate
legal parcels at 1301 and 1303A State Street (also designed in 1950-1951 by Kem
Weber), the analysis of the project will be discussed in relation to the three
buildings as a whole composition.
3.0 DOCUMENTS REVIEW
The following resources and information sources were consulted during the
preparation of this report (Bibliographical resources are listed in Section 12):
City of Santa Barbara:
Street Files for 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street
Planning Files for 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street
Architectural Drawing Archive: Original plans for 1301, 1303 and 1303A State
Street
Santa Barbara Historical Society, Gledhill Library
Post/Hazeltine Associates
HSR for 1303 State Street
August 20, 2010

1

Preliminary Sketch of Santa Barbara 1853. Field Notes of Surveyor, 1853.
Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley (Copy on file at the Santa
Barbara Historical
Society, Gledhill Library)
United States Coast Survey Map of Santa Barbara: 1852, 1870 and 1878.
1877 Bird’s Eye View of Santa Barbara, California. Drawn and published by E. S.
Glover
C.1887 Bird’s Eye View of Santa Barbara. 1898 Bird’s Eye View of Santa Barbara.
United States Geological Survey, Santa Barbara County Special Maps: 1903 and
1909 Bird’s Eye View of Santa Barbara. El Pueblo de Las Rosas. Published by E. S.
Glover
1917 Map of the City of Santa Barbara
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1886-1961
Santa Barbara Public Library
Eldon Smith Collection
Santa Barbara City Directories: 1920-1991
University of California, Santa Barbara
Davidson Library, Special Collections, Pearl Chase Collection
4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
The dominant landscape feature of the city’s downtown is the massive alluvial
fan that extends from the base of Mission Ridge to the Mesa. This geological
feature is a result of the accumulation of decomposing sedimentary residues
from the Santa Ynez Mountains deposited over the alluvial fan by the flow of
Mission and Sycamore Creeks and a number of small subsidiary streams. Over
the centuries, the creeks have moved over the entire width of their alluvial fans,
depositing sediment and building the fan to its present-day level. Before the
arrival of the Spanish in the late eighteenth century, vegetation was
characterized by oak woodland and the Coastal Sage Community, with riparian
plant communities along Mission and Sycamore Canyon Creek and the coastal
estuaries. The natural environment of the downtown neighborhood has been
modified by a variety of human activities since Spain founded the Santa
Barbara Presidio in 1782 and Mission Santa Barbara, in 1786. Since the arrival of
Europeans in 1782 these habitats have largely been eliminated by stock grazing,
agriculture, and commercial and residential development.
5.0 NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
The 1300 block of State Street is located within the 169-acre Downtown
Neighborhood, which is bounded on the north by Sola Street, on the south by
Ortega Street, on the east Santa Barbara Street, and on the west by De la Vina
Street. State Street, the City’s major commercial corridor, bisects the Downtown
Neighborhood. Development is characterized by a mix of commercial buildings
including restaurants, offices, and stores, as well as public and private
institutional buildings, including, among others, the Santa Barbara County
Courthouse, the Santa Barbara City Hall, and Our Lady of Sorrows Church.
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Residential housing is comprised of a mix of single-family houses, multi-unit
apartment buildings, and multi-unit condominium developments. An eclectic
mix of architectural designs characterize the neighborhood and range in style
and time period from Spanish and Mexican era buildings (the Hill-Carrillo Adobe
and the Casa de la Guerra, among others), to Victorian era houses, such as the
Italianate style Mortimer Cook House, as well as nineteenth century vernacular,
Queen Anne, Craftsman, and early twentieth century Period Revival designs,
including the Spanish Colonial Revival style Arlington Theatre, the Tudor Revival
Victoria Street Theatre, and the postwar Streamlined Moderne style, Christian
Science Reading Room (Figures 4 – 8).
6.0 HISTORICAL CONTEXT
6.1 The Founding of the Spanish Presidio to California as a Territory (1782-1848)
Long before the Spanish Presidio was founded, in 1782, a Chumash village
existed near the mouth of Mission Creek. This settlement was inhabited for at
least eight hundred years prior to the arrival of the Spanish. When an exploratory
party of Spanish soldiers, commanded by Gaspar Portola, arrived in 1769, the
village had a population of approximately six hundred individuals. The village
was known as Syuxtun (The word Syuxtun means “the road that branches”) and
was the residence of Yanonalit, the most powerful Chumash chief at the time
(Agren 1997: 2). By 1797, Syuxtun’s native population had shrunk to 125; six years
later the village had been abandoned completely, the remaining inhabitants
having moved to the neophyte village at Mission Santa Barbara.
During the Spanish Colonial/Mexican period, (1769-1848) European settlement in
Santa Barbara was concentrated primarily around the Presidio at what is now
the intersection of East Canon Perdido and Santa Barbara Streets. The Spanish
established Santa Barbara not as a pueblo, but as a presidio governed by a
military commandante. In order to support the soldiers and their families, a large
tract of land was assigned to the Presidio for the maintenance of the fort and its
inhabitants. This tract included the future location of the property at 1303 State
Street. In 1822, Spanish rule ended and California became a Mexican territory.
For the next 26 years, California developed slowly and it was not until the end of
the 1830s that the lucrative hide and tallow trade made some of its families,
including several in Santa Barbara, wealthy. However, this prosperity resulted in
little substantial growth in Santa Barbara, which continued to remain a small
enclave of adobe houses clustered around the remnants of the presidio. A
review of the earliest maps of Santa Barbara, including the 1852 Coast Survey
Map and the 1853 Wackenreuder Map, indicate that the project parcel and
surrounding neighborhood remained undeveloped throughout the Spanish and
Mexican periods.
6.2 Development of the 1300 Block of State Street (1848-1946)
On March 10, 1848 the United States Senate passed the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo following the end of the Mexican/American War of 1848. Just two
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months later, on May 19, 1848, Mexico ratified the treaty which ceded California
to the United States. For the next two years California was ruled by an American
general. During this period Santa Barbara’s ayuntamiento (town council)
continued to function as it had before American rule (the ayuntamiento was first
established in Santa Barbara, in 1826). On December 20, 1849 a local civil
government was established in California. Some nine months later, on
September 9, 1850, California became an American state. Shortly before
statehood, in April of 1850, a common council and mayoral system was
established for the City of Santa Barbara. On September 9, 1850 California was
admitted to the Union as its 31st state. One of the first acts of the new common
council was to authorize a survey of the city. The two most important purposes
of the survey were to establish a grid of streets and blocks and to delineate the
extensive landholdings that the City of Santa Barbara had inherited from the
former Mexican pueblo. Carried out in 1851 by Colonel Salisbury Haley the
survey established the orthogonal street grid that has since delineated the City’s
downtown area between the waterfront and Mission Street. As part of this
survey the block bounded by the 00 block of West Sola Street, the 1300 block of
Chapala Street, the 00 of West Victoria Street, and the 1300 block of State Street,
was designated Block 91. As late as 1870 Block 91 (in which the project parcel is
located) was comprised primarily of cultivated fields (1870 Coast Survey Map).
By 1872, Block 91 and the surrounding blocks had begun to develop with houses
set on large parcels. Among the most notable of these was the Italianate style
house built for banker, Mortimer Cook, at 1407 Chapala Street.
Block 91, however, continued to remain unimproved until 1875 when the
Arlington Hotel was developed by William W. Hollister, Santa Barbara County’s
largest landowner and one of its most influential business leaders. Designed by
the architect Peter Barber, the Italianate style 90-room hotel was named in
honor of the ancestral home of Confederate general, Robert E. Lee (Figure 8).
When completed the hotel and its gardens took up all of the land within Block
91. The Arlington, along with the Potter Hotel (built on the waterfront in 1902)
and the Miramar Hotel, in Montecito, helped to establish Santa Barbara as one
of California’s premier resort destinations. Featuring opulent interiors, grounds
lushly landscaped with exotic specimen plants and a deer park, the Arlington
Hotel attracted a socially elite national and international clientele that included,
among others, Princess Louise of Great Britain, the Presidents William McKinley
and Rutherford Hayes, and the King of Hawai’i (Figure 9).
In 1887, the same year that the Southern Pacific Railroad’s coastal line reached
Santa Barbara, the 50-room Arlington Hotel Annex, a freestanding three-story
wing, was built at the northeast corner of the intersection of West Victoria Street
and Chapala Street. By this time, driven in large measure by the success of the
Arlington Hotel, commercial development had begun to extend up another
three blocks, from the 900 block to the 1200 block of State Street. One of the
most notable buildings constructed during this period was the Upper Hawley
Building in the 1200 block of State Street. Developed by Hollister, the building, for
a few years, housed Santa Barbara College. Today, the greatly remodeled
building has been incorporated into an office and retail space known as
Victoria Court. By the end of the nineteenth century, the extension of street car
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lines to upper State Street made the area between Victoria Street and Mission
Street a popular residential district for Santa Barbara’s affluent middle and upper
classes. By the turn-of the-twentieth century the residential neighborhood
surrounding the Arlington Hotel had been largely developed with
commodiously-sized houses, designed primarily in the Italianate and Queen
Anne styles (much of this development was along the 1400 and 1500 blocks of
Chapala Street and those cross streets between the two blocks). Commercial
development also intensified, much of concentrated in the blocks below the
Arlington Hotel, on the 1100 and 1200 blocks of State Street.
The Arlington Hotel continued to operate as one of Santa Barbara’s most
luxurious hotels. Destroyed by fire in 1909 in the two years it took to rebuild the
main hotel the free-standing Arlington Hotel Annex continued to remain open.
In 1911 the New Arlington Hotel was completed. Designed by architect, Arthur
Benton in the Mission Revival style the hotel’s new design subsequently led to the
remodeling of the Annex in the same style (Figure 9-10). Both buildings featured
architectural motifs drawn from Mission Santa Barbara, including arcades,
plastered walls, tiled roofs, and towers capped by domes. During this period the
future location of 1303 State Street was incorporated as a part of the hotel’s
formal gardens that included a masonry wall built along State Street. In the
early decades of the twentieth century development in the area continued to
intensify, with houses being moved or demolished to make way for commercial
and/or institutional buildings. Among the most notable of these built at the time
was the Gothic Revival style (with Tudor Revival style elements) First Baptist
Church designed by Norman F. Marsh in 1910 (No longer a church, the building is
located at 1236 Chapala Street, to the south and west of the project parcel). In
1913, a large residential hotel was built at 105 West Sola. Featuring an eclectic
mix of Craftsman and Period Revival style elements, the hotel was designed by
Arthur Benton, who had designed the second Arlington Hotel. Other, more
modest buildings built during this period included the Craftsman style
house/office for Dr. Myra Sperry at 21 West Victoria Street (circa 1900) and a
store at 1315 State Street (possibly designed by Arthur Benton, it was constructed
in circa-1922) (Conard and Nelson 1986: 94).
The Arlington Hotel continued to remain a popular destination for affluent visitors
until after World War I, when the increasing popularity of automobile travel and
shorter vacation stays made extended holidays at such full service hotels less
popular. In 1925 a devastating earthquake badly damaged the hotel; shortly
after it was razed. The declining popularity of large resort hotels, as well as the
cost of needed repairs undoubtedly led to the decision to demolish the Arlington
in 1926, followed by the Annex in 1928 (Permit #A-1644, March 2, 1926; Permit #A1946, May 6, 1926; Permit #A-4058, June 6, 1928). Today, the only remaining
remnants of the Arlington Hotel are a pedestrian archway and several Canary
Island Date Palms located near the northeast corner of the intersection of
Chapala and Sola streets. In the immediate months and years following the
earthquake a number of lots along State Street were developed. Responding to
an increased interest in the regional architecture of the Period Revival
movement, as well as the mandate of the newly establishment Architectural
Board of Review, the newly constructed buildings were designed in the Spanish
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Colonial Revival style. One such building, located near the project area was the
Town House Restaurant. Designed by A. C. Saunders, in 1926, it was located at
1321 State Street (Conard and Nelson 1986: 95).
In 1927, the architectural firm of Edwards and Plunkett was commissioned to
design the Fox Arlington Theatre on the site of the demolished Arlington Hotel.
Designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the scenographic movie theater,
which featured a prominent tower, paseos, and an arcaded entrance loggia,
was located near the center of the block with its main entrance on State Street.
Completed in 1931, the movie theater was intended to function as the
centerpiece of a retail/commercial development that was to be sited along the
1300 block of State Street and the 00 block of West Sola Street (see Figure 4).
Ultimately, only a few single-story shops were built. Located to the north of the
Fox Arlington, facing onto State Street, the stores, like the theater, were designed
in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. Like the El Paseo complex in the 800 block
of State Street (built 1922-1924; 1928-1929), the scheme for the Arlington Theatre
featured tiled roofs, plastered walls, a tower and an arcaded loggia that
evoked a romanticized visage of colonial era California and Adualusian Spain.
Landscaping included linear planting beds along either side of the open arcade
linking the Arlington Theatre with State Street and rectangular lawns embellished
with trees, shrubs and flowers that extended along either side of the building’s
north and south elevations. The original plan to extend commercial
development via shops and pedestrian paseos to Chapala Street and then
along West Sola Street never came to fruition, largely due to the onset of the
Great Depression in 1929. After the construction of the Arlington Theatre the
street frontage of the west side of the 1300 block of State Street underwent
further development, including the construction of a Spanish Colonial Revival
style commercial buildings at 1311 State Street (Edwards and Plunkett, 1931), the
former Lou Rose Annex (Edwards and Plunkett, 1934), and the former Alpha
Floral, (Alex D’ Alfonso, 1940) (Conard & Nelson 1986: 92 - 96).
In the ensuing years following the demolition of first, the Arlington Hotel in 1926,
followed by the Arlington Hotel Annex in 1928, the properties at 1301-1303A State
Street continued to remain undeveloped. In 1941 Standard Oil of California
applied for a permit to build a 36-foot by 66-foot gas station with three
underground storage tanks on the property at 1301 State Street (Permit No. B5712, January 20, 1941). It appears, however, that the station was never built,
possibly because of the onset of America’s entry into World War II when almost
all civilian construction ceased to concentrate, instead, on the war effort.
Following the end of the war, in 1945, the properties at 1301 -1303A State Street
continued to remain undeveloped, though a Mediterranean style commercial
building was constructed at 1325 -1327 State Street by the firm of Soule & Murphy
in 1946 .
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6.3 Initial Development of the Properties at 1301–1303A State Street (1950)
In 1950 plans were undertaken to construct commercial buildings on the vacant
parcels at what is now 1301-1303A State Street. The project was initially listed
under one address, 1301 State Street, with three owners. Subsequent building
permits were issued separately for each parcel. The owners of the parcels were
Hershel McGraw (1303 State Street), the First Church of Christ Scientist, Christian
Science Reading Room (1301 State Street), and Terese Ann Corset Shop (1303½
State Street). The first documentation of development for the project is a letter,
dated June 27, 1950, to Roy Cheesman from Faye Griffen, city clerk and
secretary for the Architectural Board of Review. The letter notes that the
Architectural Board of Review (ABR) had reviewed the preliminary plans and
sketches for the building to be constructed at 1301 State Street and approved
the plans subject to submission of final working drawings. Final plans were
approved, subject to color approval by ABR board member, John Gamble, on
September 26, 1950 (Letter to Roy Cheesman from Faye Griffen, Secretary,
Architectural Board of Review, City of Santa Barbara, September 26, 1950). The
new buildings were designed by Kem Weber and Roy Cheesman, with C. Wesley
Cook as contractor.
Industrial designer Kem Weber and architect Roy Cheesman were responsible
for the design of the three buildings at what is now 1301-1303A State Street. The
overall plan for the three building’s exteriors and the interiors (most strongly
emphasized in the Christian Science Reading Room), embody the design motifs
of the Streamlined Moderne, a style closely associated with Weber. Weber
unified the three storefronts by employing an uninterrupted roof line and canopy
that were designed to read as a single structure. The precise contribution of Roy
Cheesman is more difficult to discern; it is likely that he deferred to Weber in the
design of the buildings (Weber, who did not have an architect’s license, likely
worked with Cheesman, who did). In contrast to the surrounding buildings, all
built in various interpretations of the Spanish Colonial Revival and Mediterranean
styles, Weber chose a somewhat daring motif, a postwar homage to the
Streamlined Moderne, which was more in keeping with his own predilection for
the industrial aesthetic. On December 15, 1950 a building permit was issued for
the three buildings, with Kem Weber listed as designer, Roy Cheesman as
architect, and C. Wesley Cook as contractor (Permit # E-1334, E-1335 and E1336, December 15, 1950). Built at a cost of $76,750, the project encompassed
the Christian Science Reading Room at 1301 State Street (20 feet wide and 88
feet in length); a retail store at 1303 State Street (20 feet wide and 96 feet, nine
inches in length, with a mezzanine measuring 20 feet wide and 34½ feet in
length); and a retail store at 1303½ State Street (20 feet wide and 100 feet in
length, with a mezzanine measuring 20 feet in width and 39½ feet in length).
While the interiors of the retail stores were restrained in design, the interior of the
Christian Science Reading Room, with its black walnut paneling, raked
clerestory, vaulted ceiling, and integration of exterior and interior space fully
exemplified Weber’s skills as a designer (its interior once featured furniture
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designed by the Herman Miller Company).
Though Cheesman is listed as the architect of the three buildings, Weber can be
considered the primary designer of the three buildings, which is in keeping with
his industrial aesthetic and postwar interpretation of the Streamlined Moderne
style. The interior of the Christian Science Reading Room, an assured rendition of
the Modernist style, also represents the work of Weber (the interiors of 1303 and
1303A which were much more reductive in design cannot be clearly attributed
to Weber). Weber explicated his vision for the 1301-1303A State Street stating at
the time that as “as designer and architect, we have only one aim…and this is to
complete a unity in the building, its planning and its materials as well as its
execution” (Conard and Nelson 1986: 92).
6.4 Kem Weber (1889-1963)
Renowned as an industrial and interior designer, Kem Weber was recognized by
the influential architectural critics, Sheldon and Martha Cheney, in their book, Art
and the Machine (1936), “as the first West Coast designer to bring a traditionfree, machine-age creativeness to American interior design” (Helfrich: 2001,
n.p.). Born Karl Emanuel Martin Weber in Berlin, Germany, in 1889, Weber’s initial
training came in 1908 when he attended the School of Decorative Arts, in Berlin
(Kem is an acronym for his three given names). Shortly after graduating in 1912
Weber was hired by the German government to help design displays for, initially,
the Brussels World Fair, and then, in 1915, for Panama Pacific International
Exposition, in San Francisco. Sent a year earlier to help prepare the German
exhibit, Weber was in San Francisco when World War I broke out. Denied reentry to Germany, he remained in the United States for the duration of the war.
By the time the war had ended, in 1918, Weber already had begun to create a
career for himself in California
(www.r20thcentury.com/bios/designer.cfm?article).
In 1918, Weber moved to Santa Barbara. Opening a design studio in the
nineteenth century Covarrubias adobe he taught art classes at the Santa
Barbara School of Arts before moving to Los Angeles in 1921 to work for Barker
Brothers; the prestigious furniture store hired Weber to design a new line of
modish and avant-garde furniture (Helfrich: 2001, n.p.). Three years later Weber
was appointed their art director, responsible for furniture design, store displays,
and packaging (in that same year, 1924, he became a United States citizen)
(www.r20thcentury.com/bios/designer.cfm?article). In 1925, Weber traveled to
Europe, where, invigorated by the ideas of the European Modernists, he
developed a line of furniture and decorative objects based on the machine
aesthetic. A year later Weber’s fashionable designs became the focal point of
Barkers’ ‘Modes and Manners’ shop. By the late 1920s Weber had opened his
own industrial design studio in Hollywood. From this point on he worked
independently.
By the 1930s, like a number of other avant-garde Modernists, Weber, already
drawn to the ideals of the machine aesthetic and the mass-produced object,
turned to principles of the Streamlined Moderne style. With its rounded corners
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and obliteration of right angles, the style implied speed and forward movement.
“Employing new materials like aluminum, chrome, rubber and plastics, the
Streamlined Moderne optimistically embraced the potential of technology to
create a total design approach” (Helfrich: 2001, n.p.). For Weber, this translated
into designs for clients such as the Lawson Clock Company (1934), the
biomorphic shape of the ‘Airline’ chair (1934-35), the steel tubular furniture for
the Lloyd Manufacturing Company (1934) and the residential architecture of
houses like the W. E. Bixby residence (1936-37). Despite the harsh economic
times of the Depression years, Weber continued to enjoy a productive and
successful professional life. A man of varied interests, he pursued an eclectic
career as an industrial designer of furniture, decorative objects, and industrial
products, as well designing houses and at least one commercial building. By the
1930s he was recognized as one of the world’s leading industrial designers.
During the war years (1941-1945), like many in his profession, Weber abandoned
much of his civilian commissions to focus on defense-related work. One of his
wartime projects was to design prefabricated defense housing for the Douglas
Fir Plywood Association, in Tacoma, Washington
(www.r20thcentury.com/bios/designer.cfm?article). In 1945, Weber returned to
Santa Barbara with the intention of going into semi-retirement. Initially, he and
his wife, Erika, lived at 270 West Alamar Street (City Directory, 1946). Three years
later, in 1949, the couple moved to 1111 Mission Canyon Road, where he built an
artist’s studio; several years later he designed a house for the property (City
Directory, 1949). While Weber had ceased almost entirely his work as an
industrial designer, he continued to accept both residential and non-residential
architectural commissions. By the mid-1940s his residential designs had
abandoned “the Streamlined Moderne style for a personal version of the
woodsy Bay area mode” (Gebhard & Von Breton: 1969, 44). Some of his Santa
Barbara residential commissions during this period included, among others, the
DeWitt house (1946), a house at 1451 Orange Grove Avenue (1947), the Weber
house (1952), and the Wakefield house, 1955. Unlike his residential designs,
however, his commercial work continued to reflect his prewar industrial
aesthetic, including his design for the buildings at 1301-1303A State Street, which
continued to demonstrate his commitment to Modernism. In 1963, eight years
after the completion of his last residential commission, the Wakefield house,
Weber died in Santa Barbara.
6.4.1 Roy Walling Cheesman (1892-1957)
Roy Walling Cheesman was born in Rochester, New York in 1892. He received his
Bachelor of Arts Degree from Cornell University in 1917. After receiving his
Bachelor’s degree Cheesman continued his studies at Cornell graduating in
1919 with a Masters in Architecture. Between 1921 and 1926 Cheesman was a
designer for Schrenck and William, Architects in Dayton, Ohio. Cheesman
moved to Santa Barbara in 1926, two years after his marriage to his wife, Karolyn.
In 1926 he started his own firm Roy Cheesman Architect. Soon after, however,
he joined forces with the architect, E. Keith Lockhard. The two continued as
partners, as Lockhard and Cheesman, Architects, between 1926 and 1937. After
the partnership was dissolved in 1938 Cheesman practiced independently,
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occasionally teaming with other architects or designers, such as Kem Weber.
Cheesman died in Santa Barbara in 1957.
Cheesman’s projects included, among others, the Lompoc Healthcare District
Building (1942), Kerry Restaurant at 1230-1232 State Street (1947), Jimmy’s
Oriental Garden (1947), the Christian Science Reading Room (1301-1303A State
Street) (1950), the City of Santa Barbara Water and Engineering Building (1954)
and Hillside House (1955). Cheesman was an eclectic architect who practiced
in a range of styles, including Spanish Colonial Revival and various iterations of
postwar Modernism.
6.5 Post World War II Modernism and the Architecture of Downtown Santa
Barbara
In the mid-1950s State Street was extended from Constance Avenue to Modoc
Road, resulting in the focus of new commercial development transitioning from
the downtown core to the newly developing corridors along Upper State Street.
Consequently, relatively few Modernist buildings were constructed in Santa
Barbara’s downtown core during the apex of the Modernist movement (circa
1945 to 1965). Among the few Modernist style or Modernist-influenced buildings
constructed in the downtown area were, in addition to the Kem Weber and Roy
Cheesman project at 1301-1303A State Street, the Bank of America (now
Borders), in the 900 block of State Street; the Security Pacific Bank at the
intersection of State and Canon Perdido Streets (since remodeled); the Trades
Union Building in the 400 block of Chapala Street (1960; since demolished); and
the State of California State Employment building at 128 East Ortega Street,
designed by A. Quincy Jones Jr. (1952) (The state office building, along with the
buildings at 1301-1303A State Street, remain the two most significant examples of
postwar commercial Modernism in the city).
While popular, particularly in commercial and institutional design in other parts
of California and the nation, Modernist architecture never resonated to any
large degree in Santa Barbara, particularly after the establishment of the El
Pueblo Viejo Landmark District and Advisory Landmark Committee in 1960,
which reinforced the city’s longstanding preference for Mediterranean style
architecture. The purpose of the establishment of the Landmark District and
Landmark Committee was to create a cohesive urban landscape that would
preserve and enhance downtown Santa Barbara’s Mediterranean style
architecture. Following the establishment of the El Pueblo Viejo Landmark
District and Advisory Landmark Committee, the construction of Modernist styled
buildings largely ceased in the city’s downtown district.
6.6 Site History of 1303 State Street and Its Immediate Surroundings (1951-2010)
1303 State Street
The first tenant of 1303 State Street was the Automobile Club of America (1951 to
circa 1953), followed by John Warren, Interior Design who occupied the store for
approximately a year. In 1955 the building was vacant. Between 1956 and 1971
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the store was leased by Women’s World, a woman’s clothing store. Between
1972 and 1977 the store served as the offices for the American Horse Trading
Company. This was followed by Baldwin Piano, which leased the store for the
next nine years. In 1987, a new tenant, the Top Shop, a woman’s’ clothing store,
opened. The Top Shop occupied the store until 1988. Since the late 1980s the
store has been occupied by a number of tenants. In 2009 the property was
purchased by Art Bosse. No significant alterations have been made to the
exterior of the store since its initial date of construction. However, the interior has
been altered by the various tenants over the years.
Immediate Surroundings
Since 1951 the building at 1301 State Street has been occupied by the Christian
Science Reading Room. The building at 1303A has been occupied by a number
of retail businesses, most notably, its original owner, Therese Ann Corset Shop.
The most notable commercial development in the vicinity of the project parcel
was the construction, in 1959, of the Safeway Store on the adjacent parcel at 34
West Victoria Street. Since the completion of the three buildings at 1301, 1303,
and 1303A State Street a number of new buildings, all drawing inspiration from a
Mediterranean vocabulary, have been built along the south end of the 1300
block of State Street. These include a building at 1335 -1345 State Street (Stanley
Riffle Jr., 1976) and a building at 1307 State Street (Michael Carmichael, 1979).
7.0 SITE DESCRIPTION
The project property is one of three contiguous buildings designed in 1950-1951
to read as a single structure (Figures 9 - 10). The visual unity of the three
storefronts is accentuated by the employment of a continuous solid parapet
and cantilevered canopy running the entire length of the State Street façade;
the use of brushed concrete aggregate walls, aluminum framed single-light
windows and doors, and a recessed second floor featuring a raked clerestory,
capped by a side gable roof covered in terra cotta tiles. Weber cleverly
accentuated the visibility of the three storefronts at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State
Street by staggering the storefronts to create sight lines to each façade that
could clearly been seen from the intersection of State Street and Victoria Street
(Figures 11 – 12). He highlighted the functional differences between the
commercial storefronts and the Christian Science Reading Room by expressing
the façade of the Reading Room as an almost unrelieved concrete wall that
contrasts dramatically with the more transparent elevations of 1303 and 1303A
State Street, which featured large, staggered plate glass windows set in brushed
metal frames (Figures 13 - 14) Because of their transparency, the commercial
storefronts allow the passerby to view the stores’ interiors and merchandise. In
contrast to the street facades at 1303 and 1303A State Street, which are open to
the viewer, and are virtually transparent, the street façade of the Christian
Science Reading Room is inward looking and contemplative, with its focus on its
two-story tall reading room and an internal visual axis that links the lobby and
reading room with a small landscaped patio at the rear of the building.
Located at the corner of State and West Victoria Streets the Christian Science
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Reading Room features a glazed door set within the building’s curved corner
element (see Figures 13 – 14). The entrance is embellished with Moderne styled
neon lettering spelling out “Christian Science Reading Room” set atop the
curving integrated canopy. The east end of the south elevation of 1301 State
Street features a cantilevered canopy, capped by an extension of the solid
stucco clad parapet that extends the length of the State Street façade. In
contrast to the first floor of the building, the upper story at the rear of the building
is clad in stucco rather than brushed concrete of the street facade. It features a
side gable roof clad in terra cotta tiles (Figures 15 – 16). The rear elevation of
1301-1303A State Street, which faces a pedestrian paseo linking West Victoria
Street to the Arlington Theatre, is the most referential to the Spanish Colonial
Revival style and was most likely designed to present a more visually
sympathetic adjunct to the nearby Arlington Theatre (Figures 17 -20). Like their
State Street facades, the rear elevations of 1303 and 1303A State Street project
a stronger feeling of transparency, while at 1301 State Street the solidity of the
Christian Science Reading Room’s high concrete garden wall provides a
protective enclosure and sense of privacy. All three elevations are visually linked
by a continuous second floor capped by a tiled roof. While Weber’s scheme
acknowledges the nearby Spanish Colonial Revival style buildings in his design of
the recessed second floor and the use of stucco cladding on a portion of the
south and west elevations, these elements are subservient to the Modernist
vocabulary of the curving street façade of the building. In its use of industrial
type materials, such as exposed brushed concrete, neon lettering, and
aluminum framed windows and doors Weber’s design reflects his enduring
interest in industrial design.
7.1 The Property at 1303 State Street
Since the three buildings at 1301, 1303, and 1303A were intended to be read as
a unified architectural composition, all of the exterior changes to the three
buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street will be included in the discussion
of alterations and modifications.
East Elevation (primary façade facing State Street)
The State Street façade is dominated by a continuous extended canopy and
parapet (see Figures 9 – 14). The street façade of 1303 State Street features an
asymmetrical recessed store front composed of large aluminum framed plate
glass windows set on a short brushed concrete wall. The recessed metal and
glass door is located near the south end of the elevation; these windows extend
to the canopy, which increases both the sense of transparency and the
perception that the roof is floating.
Alterations and Modifications to the East Elevation and to the Roofs of 1301, 1303,
and 1303A State Street


In 1981 a curved, cast concrete planter in front of 1301 State Street was
removed (Rebecca Conard and Christopher Nelson, Santa Barbara El
Pueblo Viejo, 1986, pg. 92)
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In 1985 a permit was issued to remove the existing “built-up” roof and
replace it with “hot mop” roofing (Permit, September 18, 1985).
In 1988, a permit was issued to place a 12-foot roof trellis over the entry at
1303C State Street (Permit, July 25, 1988).
In 1991 a permit was issued to add 54 square feet to the storefront of the
existing 2,934 square foot building at 1303A State Street, Peter Hunt,
architect (City of Santa Barbara Master Application, December 12, 1991)
(It should be noted that the Historic Landmarks Commission determined
that the storefront should be returned to its original form).
In 1992, a permit was issued to remove the existing tile roof in order to
install new roofing felt at 1301 State Street (Permit #BLD92-0943), May 4,
1992).
In 1992 a permit was issued to replace the existing front door at 1301 State
Street (Permit #BLD92-1906, September 21, 1992).
In 1999 a permit was issued to remove BUR off of the flat roofing and roof
over-hangs and install new BUR in same color and materials (Permit
#BLD99-1528, June 25, 1999).
In 2006 a permit was issued to remove white BUR and install new white
BUR on the roof of 1301 State Street (Permit #BLD2006-02272, October 3,
2006).

South Elevation
The building at 1303 State Street has no visible south elevation as this side of the
building abuts the north elevation of the building at 1301 State Street (Christian
Science Reading Room). The south elevation that extends along West Victoria
Street is the side elevation of the Christian Science Reading Room (see Figures 15
– 16).
Modifications and Additions to the South Elevation


In 1990 a deteriorated triple light window on the south elevation of the
Christian Science Reading Room was replaced with a window of similar
type (City of Santa Barbara Master Application, March 19, 1990; Letter
from the First Church of Christ, Scientist to Maggi Heinrich, Planning
Technician, Landmarks Committee, City of Santa Barbara, April 6, 1990).

West Elevation (rear elevation)
The design of the rear elevations of 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street presents a
more reductive and simplified rendition of the design elements found on the
State Street facades (see Figures 17 – 20). These include the use of brushed
concrete walls and metal frame windows and doors. Unlike the rear elevation
of the Christian Science Reading room which features a bank of windows
overlooking a small walled courtyard, the rear elevation’s of 1303 and 1303A
State Street are linear in configuration with smaller windows and a door allowing
access from the pedestrian paseo (and originally a parking area located at the
current location of 34 West Victoria Street) into the stores.
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The first floor elevation of 1303 State Street features a slightly angled exterior wall
of brushed concrete. A door set near the south end of the elevation is flanked
on its north side by a large plate glass window set in a metal frame. A shallow
angled canopy with a wide fascia shelters the door and window. On its south
side the rear elevation of 1303 State Street is flanked by the angled section of
the concrete wall that surrounds the rear elevation of 1301 State Street. The
stucco-sheathed second floor is capped by a side gable roof covered in terra
cotta tiles.
Modifications and Alterations to the West Elevation


In 1999 a permit was issued to install a metal security door on the rear
entrance and to install security bars on the rear window (Permit #BLD99,
April 29, 1999).

North Elevation
The building at 1303 State Street has no visible north elevation as this side of the
building abuts the south elevation of 1301A State Street.
Modifications and Alterations to the North Side of the Building (interior)


In 1991 an existing opening in wall, between the buildings at 1303 and
1303A State Street, was infilled with concrete block. At the same time a
new opening was cut and new structural support added (City of Santa
Barbara Permit, August 9, 1991).

7.2 Adjacent Historic Properties
The Arlington Theatre
Located at 1317 State Street, the Arlington Theatre was designed by the
architectural firm of Edwards and Plunkett (Joseph Plunkett was responsible for
the actual design). Responding to the stylistic mandate of Santa Barbara’s
newly created Architectural Board of Review (formed after the 1925
earthquake) the theater was designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style.
Completed in 1931 the richly appointed 2,025-seat theatre, with its scenographic
interior designed as a Spanish Village and murals and stage curtain painted by
the plein aire artist, John Marshall Gamble, the Fox Arlington was one of the most
impressive movie palaces of its time. The Arlington Theatre was designated a
City of Santa Barbara Landmark in 1983.
Inspired by the architectural motifs of Andalusian Spain, Plunkett’s monumentally
scaled design for the Fox Arlington was intended to create the effect of an
eighteenth century basilican type cathedral. As envisioned by its developers at
the time the theater, subsequently to be augmented by smaller commercial
structures, was to form the centerpoint of a “Spanish style village.” As a part of
this scheme a cross axis formed by a paseo linking West Sola Street with West
Victoria Street was created. The paseo passes through the west end of the
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arcuated hyphen linking the theatre’s auditorium with State Street.
Unfortunately, for Plunkett’s grand scheme, the onset of the 1929 Great
Depression precluded the completion of the “Spanish style village” and
ultimately, the mixed-plan he had envisioned was not completed. Instead,
some of the undeveloped space was transformed into a parking lot on the north
and west side of the theater, while the southwest side of the property was
subsequently developed with a grocery market and parking to accommodate
its customers.
The Property at 1301 State Street
The Christian Science Reading Room at 1301 State Street was placed on the City
of Santa Barbara’s Potential Historic Structures List in 1978 (this designation is
considered by the City of Santa Barbara to also encompass 1303 and 1303A
State Street).
The Property at 1309 State Street
The Drake Building (the former Lou Rose Annex), a Spanish Colonial Revival Style
commercial building was built in 1934. It was placed on the City of Santa
Barbara Potential Historic Structures/Sites List in 1978.
The Property at 1315 State Street
This Spanish Colonial Revival Style building, which once housed I. Magnin &
Company and later the Lou Rose Dress Shop, was built in 1925. It was placed on
the City of Santa Barbara Potential Historic Structures/Sites List in 1978.
8.0 EVALUATION AND ANALYSIS
This section of the report will determine the historic significance of the property
at 1303 State Street as well as its physical and visual integrity. The historic
significance of the property will be evaluated using the criteria set forth in the
City of Santa Barbara’s Master Environmental Assessment (MEA), the State
Historic Resources Code and the National Register of Historic Places. The
evaluation will determine if the property qualifies for designation as City of Santa
Barbara Landmark or Structure of Merit, placement on the California Register of
Historical Resources or listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The
integrity of the resource will be evaluated through the application of the
integrity criteria developed by the National Park Service.
The property at 1303 State Street is not a designated City of Santa Barbara
Landmark or Structure of Merit. The adjacent property at 1301 State Street
(Christian Science Reading Room) was listed on the City of Santa Barbara
Potential Historic Structures/Sites list in 1978. It is the understanding of City staff
that the designation was intended to encompass all three buildings designed by
Kem Weber and Roy Cheesman. Neither the building at1303 State Street or the
buildings at 1301 or 1303A State Street are listed in the California Register of
Historical Resources or the National Register of Historic Places.
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8.1 Establishing the Resource’s Potential Period of Historic Significance and
Historic Themes
Research and field survey have identified one potential theme for 1303 State
Street “Historic Architecture” because of its design represent the work of
internationally renowned industrial designer, Kem Weber, and is a late example
of the Streamlined Moderne style. The period of significance for the property
encompasses 1950-1951, the year that the buildings encompassing 1301, 1303,
and 1303A State Street were built.
8.2 Evaluation of Integrity
Integrity means that the resource retains the essential qualities of its historic
character. Built in 1950-1951, the property at 1303 State Street meets the 50years-of-age criterion usually necessary for evaluation. Properties also must
retain sufficient integrity to convey the essential features of their appearance
during their period of significance. The seven aspects of integrity are location,
setting, feeling, association, design, workmanship and materials. The National
Register defines integrity in the following manner:
The authenticity of a property’s historic identity, evidenced
by the survival of physical characteristics that existed during
the property’s prehistoric or historic period. A property must
resemble its historic appearance as well as retain materials,
design features, and construction details dating from its
period of significance. It must convey an overall sense of
time and place.
If a property retains the physical
characteristics it possessed in the past then it has the
capacity to convey association with historical patterns or
persons, architectural or engineering design and
technology, or information about a culture or people
(National Register Bulletin 15, 1999).
The Seven Aspects of Integrity
1)
Location (the building, structure or feature has not been moved).
2)
Design (the combination of elements that create the form, plan, and style of a
property).
3)
Setting (the physical environment of a property).
4)
Materials (the physical elements used at a particular period of time to create the
property).
5)
Workmanship (the physical evidence of craft used to create the property).
6)
Feeling (the property’s expression of a particular time and place).
7)
Association (the link between a significant event or person and the property).
The relevant aspects of integrity depend upon the National Register criteria
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applied to the property. For example, a property nominated under Criterion A
(events), would be likely to convey its significance primarily through integrity of
location, setting, and association. A property nominated solely under Criterion C
(architecture) would rely upon integrity of design, materials, and workmanship.
8.3 Application of the Integrity Criteria to the Property at 1303 State Street
Because the buildings at 1301-1303A State Street were designed to read as a
single continuous composition, the criteria will be applied to all three buildings.
The potential resources will be evaluated using the seven aspects of integrity
listed below:
1) Integrity of Location
Integrity of location means that the resource and its major components remain
at its original location.
All three buildings at 1301-1303A State Street have remained in place since their
date of construction in 1950-1951. Therefore, the three buildings, including1303
State Street, have retained their integrity of location.
2) Integrity of Design (the combination of elements that create the form, plan, and style
of a property)
Integrity of design means that the resource accurately reflects its original plan.
The exterior of the building at 1301 State Street has undergone no significant
alterations since its construction. It has retained almost all of its original fabric
and most of its architectural detailing. The buildings at 1301 and 1303A also
have undergone relatively few alterations, and with the exception of the
removal of a detached planter in front of the building at 1301 State Street, the
three buildings still reflect their original plan and design. Therefore, the property
at 1303 State Street as well as the two buildings at 1301 State Street and 1303 A
State Street (all three designed by Kem Weber and Roy Chessman), have
retained their integrity of design.
3) Integrity of Setting
Integrity of setting means those buildings, structures, or features associated with
a later development period have not intruded upon the surrounding area to the
extent that the original context is lost.
The setting of 1303 State Street has undergone a number of alterations since the
building was constructed in 1950-1951. These include the construction, in 1979,
of a two-story retail building at 1307 State Street (this building is adjacent to the
building at 1303A State Street). In addition, several of the buildings located on
the north side of the entrance to the Arlington Theatre have been remodeled or
rebuilt in the Mediterranean style. Within the last 20 years the east side of the
1300 block of State Street has been redeveloped, including the construction of
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large Mediterranean style commercial building at the corner of State and East
Victoria Streets, and the remodeling of a former gas station into a restaurant.
Not withstanding these changes the west side of the 1300 block of State Street,
which is lined with one and two-story Spanish Colonial Revival and
Mediterranean style commercial buildings, can still convey its historic
development pattern and character that has existed since the 1920s and 1930s.
Therefore, the immediate setting of the three buildings designed by Kem Weber
and Roy Cheesman has retained its integrity of setting.
4) Integrity of Materials
Integrity of Materials means the property retains most or all of the physical
materials that date to its period of significance
The buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street feature brushed concrete and
stucco walls, metal frame windows and tiled roofs. The building at 1303 State
Street has retained virtually all of its original, character-defining materials.
Moreover, the adjacent buildings at 1301 State Street and 1303A State Street
also have retained almost all of their character-defining exterior fabric.
Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and
1303A State Street have retained their integrity of materials.
5 Integrity of Workmanship
Integrity of Workmanship means that the original character of construction
details is present. These elements can not have deteriorated or been disturbed
to the extent that their value as examples of craftsmanship has been lost.
The building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street have retained almost all of their character construction details, including
their exterior walls, fenestration, doors and tile roof. Therefore, the building at
1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, has
retained its integrity of workmanship.
6) Integrity of Feeling
The property’s expression of a particular time and place.
The buildings at 1301, 1303 and `1303A State Street were constructed in 1950-1951.
Designed by Kem Weber and Roy Cheesman as a postwar homage to the Streamlined
Moderne, the Christian Science Reading Room and two adjacent storefronts reflected
the growing popularity of Modernist design, particularly for commercial projects during
the two-decade period following the end of World War II (circa 1945-1965). Influenced
by the current aesthetic of Corporate Modernism avant garde architects and
designers moved away from the prewar emphasis on Period Revival styles to schemes
that increasingly reflected an adherence to more Modernist cant. Because the
building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street
retain their integrity of Location, Design, Setting, Materials, and Workmanship they can
convey the post-World War II period in which it was built. Therefore, the building at
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1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street have retained
their integrity of feeling.
7) Integrity of Association
The link between a significant event or person and the property
The buildings at 1301-1303A State Street retain sufficient integrity to convey their historic
associations. Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street has retained its integrity of
association.
8.3.1 Summary Statement of Integrity
The building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at1301 State Street and 1303A
State Street have retained their integrity of Location, Design, Setting, Materials,
Workmanship, Feeling and Association.
9.0 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT
The following evaluation will focus on the resources that are associated with the
historic themes identified in Section 8.1 of this report. The following criteria
established for historic property assessments outlined in the City of Santa Barbara
MEA will be applied to the resources to assess their potential historic and
architectural significance:
9.1 Criteria for Designation of City Landmarks and Structures of Merit
The following criteria are used in determining the historic and architectural
significance of buildings in the City of Santa Barbara:
In considering a proposal to recommend to the City Council any structure,
natural feature, site or area for designation as a landmark, the Committee shall
apply any or all of the following criteria:
(a) Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City,
the State or Nation;
(b) Its location as a site of a significant historic event;
(c) Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
culture and development of the City, the State or the Nation;
(d) Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important
to the City, the State or the Nation;
(e) Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a
neighborhood;
(f) Its identification as the creation, design or work of a person or persons whose
effort has significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State or the
Nation;
(g) Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to
architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship;
(h) Its relationship to any other landmark if its preservation is essential to the
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integrity of that landmark;
(i) Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood;
(j) Its potential of yielding significant information of archaeological interest;
(k) Its integrity as a natural environment that strongly contributes to the wellbeing of the people of the City, the State or the Nation (Chapter 22.22.040, City
of Santa Barbara Municipal Code; Ord. 3900; 1, 1977).
9.1.1 Previous Designations
The property at 1303 State Street is not listed on the City of Santa Barbara
Potential Historic Structures/Sites List (1978). However, as noted above, the
property at 1301 State Street is listed on the City of Santa Barbara Historic
Structure/Sites List. It is the opinion of City staff that this designation was
intended to encompass all three buildings designed by Kem Weber and Roy
Cheesman at 1301-1303A State Street.
9.1.2 Application of the Significance Criteria to the Property at 1303 State Street
The property at 1303 State Street meets the following City Criteria:
(a) Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City,
the State or Nation;
Designed by Kem Weber and Roy Cheesman in 1950-1951 the building at 1303
State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street are postwar
interpretations of the Streamlined Moderne style. Completed in 1951 the
building complex was Weber’s last commercial commission (his last residential
commission, the Wakefield house, was completed in 1955). It is the only
example in Santa Barbara of his postwar commercial work. As an example of
the Streamlined Moderne style it is an important and rare example of Modernism
in Santa Barbara, a stylistic movement that enjoyed a brief period of popularity
in a city more traditionally rooted in the architectural historicism of its Hispanic
past. Designed by Kem Weber, a significant early twentieth century designer,
the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street, are eligible for listing as a City of Santa Barbara Landmark under Criterion
a.
(d) Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important
to the City, the State or the Nation;
The three buildings at 1301, 1303, and 1303A State Street represent a rare
postwar example of the Streamlined Moderne in Santa Barbara. While a
number of Modernist style commercial and institutional buildings were built in
Southern California during the postwar period when Modernism enjoyed its
greatest popularity (circa-1945-1965), only a handful were built in Santa Barbara.
As designed by Kem Weber and Roy Cheesman, the buildings at 1301, 1303, and
1303A State Street employed the character defining features of the Streamlined
Moderne style, including a reductive, minimalist scheme, curvilinear façade and
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canopy, and industrial style building materials. Therefore, the building at 1303
State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, which
exemplify Kem Weber’s postwar interpretation of the Streamlined Moderne style,
are eligible for listing as a City of Santa Barbara Landmark under Criterion d.
(e) Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a
neighborhood;
The buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street are the only significant
examples of Streamlined Moderne style architecture in the City of Santa
Barbara. The work of the internationally renowned industrial designer, Kem
Weber, the three buildings represent the best remaining examples of their
architectural type in the neighborhood. Therefore, the building at 1303 State
Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street are eligible for
listing as a City of Santa Barbara Landmark under Criterion e.
(f) Its identification as the creation, design or work of a person or persons whose
effort has significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State or the
Nation;
Internationally renowned as an industrial and interior designer, Kem Weber was
recognized by the influential critics, Sheldon and Martha Cheney, in their book,
Art and the Machine (1936), “as the first West Coast designer to bring a traditionfree, machine-age creativeness to American interior design.” Residing in Santa
Barbara as early as 1918, where he lived for the next three years, Weber
subsequently moved to Los Angeles, returning to Santa Barbara in 1945, where
he lived until his death in 1963. Weber’s postwar architectural commissions were
almost exclusively residential; his one non-residential commission was the design
for the three-parcel development at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street. One of
the few Modernists to successfully practice in Santa Barbara, Weber enjoyed an
international reputation as a purveyor of avant garde design. The reductive
quality of Weber’s scheme for 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street typifies his
preference for the machine aesthetic in the postwar period. Therefore, the
building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street, which represent the work of Kem Weber, one of the most important
industrial designers of the early twentieth century, are eligible for listing as a City
of Santa Barbara Landmark under Criterion f.
(g) Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to
architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship;
The buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street, which employ brushed
concrete walls, neon signage, aluminum framed windows and doors and a
curving canopy are exemplars of mid-twentieth century Modernist commercial
development. As the work of Kem Weber, an internationally renowned industrial
designer, the Streamlined Moderne style buildings embody the level of design
excellence and attention to detail that make the building at 1303 State Street,
as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, eligible for listing as a City
of Santa Barbara Landmark under Criterion g
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(i)It’s unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood;
As a unique and singular example of Streamlined Moderne style architecture,
located on a prominent corner lot in Santa Barbara, the buildings at 1301, 1303
and 1303A State Street have been a familiar visual feature of the neighborhood
for the last 59 years. Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the
buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street are eligible for listing as a City of Santa
Barbara Landmark under Criterion i.
The resource does not meet the following Significance Criteria:
(b) Its location as a site of a significant historic event;
For some 54 years, from 1874 to 1928, the block bounded by State, West Victoria,
Chapala, and West Sola Streets, was the site of the Arlington Hotel and the
Arlington Hotel Annex. The hotel, which was one of Santa Barbara’s premier
resorts during the late nineteenth through early twentieth century, played a
leading role in the city’s social and commercial life. It was the scene of a
number of important historical events, including visits by such notable figures as
Princess Louise, the daughter of Queen Victoria, King Kalakaua of the Hawaiian
Islands, President William McKinley, President Rutherford B. Hayes, and President
Theodore Roosevelt. In 1926 the main hotel was demolished, followed by the
Annex in 1928. Today, the only surviving features from the Arlington Hotel period
are several large Canary Island date palms and a small pedestrian archway
located at the northwest corner of the 1300 block of Chapala Street. Because
all of the buildings and almost all of the landscaping and features associated
with the Arlington Hotel have been demolished and replaced with new
construction, the project parcel can no longer effectively convey its association
with significant historic events that occurred at the Arlington Hotel and Arlington
Annex (1874-1928). Therefore, the property at 1303 State Street, does not qualify
for listing as a City of Santa Barbara Landmark or Structure of Merit under
Criterion b.
(c)Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
culture and development of the City, the State or the Nation;
The buildings at1303 State Street is not associated with a person or persons who
significantly contributed to the commercial, cultural or political life of Santa
Barbara. Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street is not eligible for listing as a
City of Santa Barbara Landmark or Structure of Merit under Criterion c.
(h) Its relationship to any other landmark if its preservation is essential to the
integrity of that landmark;
The Arlington Theatre, located to the north and west of the project parcel is a
designated City of Santa Barbara Landmark. However, the building at 1303
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State Street postdates the Arlington Theatre’s period of significance and does
not significantly contribute to the setting of the Arlington Theatre. Therefore, the
property at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street do not qualify for listing under Criterion h.
(j) Its potential of yielding significant information of archaeological interest;
The application of this criterion to the buildings at 1301, 1303, and 1303A State
Street is beyond the purview of this report.
(k) Its integrity as a natural environment that strongly contributes to the wellbeing of the people of the City, the State or the Nation (Chapter 22.22.040, City
of Santa Barbara Municipal Code; Ord. 3900; 1, 1977).
The natural environment of the property at 1303 State Street and its surrounding
neighborhood has been profoundly modified by human activity over the last 228
years and no longer represents an intact natural landscape. Therefore, the
building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street are not eligible for listing as a City of Santa Barbara Landmark or Structure
of Merit under Criterion k.
9.1.3 Additional Criteria Listed in Chapter 2.3 (Section 5) of the MEA
The buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street also will be assessed using the
additional criteria listed in Chapter 2.3 (Section 5) of the MEA (Guidelines for
Archaeological and Historic Structures and Sites, February 2002).
5. Any structure, site or object associated with a traditional way of life important
to an ethnic, national, racial, or to the community at large; or illustrates the
broad patterns of cultural, social, political, economic, or industrial history.
6. Any structure, site, or object that conveys an important sense of time and
place, or contributes to the overall visual character of a neighborhood or
district.
7. Any structure, site or object able to yield information important to the
community or
is relevant to historical, historic archaeological, ethnographic, folkloric, or
geographical research.
8. Any structure, site or object determined by the City to be historically
significant or
significant in the architectural engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural,
educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California, provided
the City’s determination is based on substantial evidence in light of the whole
record [Ref. State CEQA Guidelines §15054.5 (a)(3)].
Application of the Criteria
6. Any structure, site, or object that conveys an important sense of time and
place, or contributes to the overall visual character of a neighborhood or
district.
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One of three contiguous buildings designed by Kem Weber and Roy Cheesman
in 1950-1951, the buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street, which are post
World War II interpretations of the Streamlined Moderne, are the only examples
in Santa Barbara of Weber’s postwar nonresidential work. As a postwar example
of the Streamlined Moderne style, the buildings are important and rare examples
of Modernist architecture in Santa Barbara, a stylistic movement that enjoyed a
brief period of popularity (circa 1945-1965) in a city rooted inexorably in the
architectural historicism of its Hispanic past. As a unique and singular example
of the Streamlined Moderne style the three buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A
State Street, which are located on the northwest corner of State Street and West
Victoria Street, have been an important contributors to the surrounding
streetscape for the last 59 years. Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street, as
well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, meet Additional Criterion 6.
8. Any structure, site or object determined by the City to be historically
significant or significant in the architectural engineering, scientific, economic,
agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California,
provided the City’s determination is based on substantial evidence in light of the
whole record [Ref. State CEQA Guidelines §15054.5 (a)(3)].
The Christian Science Reading Room at 1301 State Street, which is one of the
three contiguous buildings designed by Kem Weber and Roy Cheesman, was
listed on the City of Santa Barbara Potential Historic Structures/Sites List in 1978. It
is the opinion of City staff that the listing was intended to also include the project
parcel at 1303 State Street and the property at 1303A State Street. Therefore,
the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street meet Additional Criteria 8.
5. Any structure, site or object associated with a traditional way of life important
to an ethnic, national, racial, or to the community at large; or illustrates the
broad patterns of cultural, social, political, economic, or industrial history.
Neither the building at 1303 State Street or the buildings at1301 and 1303A State
Street are linked with a traditional lifeway associated with the community or
groups associated with the historical and cultural development of Santa
Barbara. Except at the very broadest level, the buildings are not illustrative of
the cultural, social, political, economic or industrial development of Santa
Barbara. Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at
1301 and 1303A State Street do not meet Additional Criterion 5.
7. Any structure, site or object able to yield information important to the
community or is relevant to historical, historic archaeological, ethnographic,
folkloric, or geographical research.
Extensive examination of records on file at the City of Santa Barbara, Santa
Barbara Historical Society, and the Santa Barbara Public Library did not reveal
any information to indicate that the buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State
Street have the potential for yielding additional information relevant to historical,
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ethnographic, folkloric, or geographical research (The application of this
criterion to archaeological deposits is beyond the purview of this report).
Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and
1303A State Street do not meet Additional Criterion 7.
9.1.4 Summary Statement of Eligibility for Listing as a City of Santa Barbara
Landmark or Structure of Merit:
The building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street meet Criteria a, d, e, f, g, and i, as well as Additional Criteria 6 and 8. The
three buildings are eligible for listing as a City of Santa Barbara Landmark.
9.2 Eligibility for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources
For purposes of this section, the term “historical resources” shall include the following:
1.) A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources
Commission, for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code
SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et seq.).
2.) A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in section
5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or identified as significant in an historical
resource survey meeting the requirements section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources
Code, shall be presumed to be historically or culturally significant. Public agencies
must treat any such resource as significant unless the preponderance of evidence
demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally significant.
3.) Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead
agency determines to be historically significant or significant in the architecturally,
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or
cultural annals of California may be considered to be an historical resource, provided
the lead agency’s determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the
whole record. Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be
“historically significant” if the resource meets the criteria for listing on the California
Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4852)
including the following:
3a Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of
California’s history and cultural heritage;
3b Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;
3c Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses
high artistic values; or;
3d Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.
Criterion 1: A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical
Resources Commission, for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub.
Res. Code SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et seq.).
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The building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street
are not listed in the California Register of Historic Resources. Therefore, they do not
meet Criterion 1.
Criterion 2: A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in
section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or identified as significant in an
historical resource survey meeting the requirements section 5024.1(g) of the Public
Resources Code, shall be presumed to be historically or culturally significant. Public
agencies must treat any such resource as significant unless the preponderance of
evidence demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally significant.
The building at 1303 State Street is not a City of Santa Barbara Landmark or Structure of
Merit, nor is it explicitly listed in the City of Santa Barbara Potential Historic
Structures/Sites List. However, City staff believes the listing of 1301 State Street was
intended to include all three buildings, designed by Kem Weber and Roy Cheesman.
Therefore, the buildings at 1303 and 1303A State Street qualify for designation at the
state level under Criterion 2.
Criterion 3a: Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage;
The building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 And 1303A State
Street, are not associated with events that made significant contributions to the
broad patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage. Therefore, the
building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street, are not eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources
under Criterion 3a.
Criterion 3b: Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;
The building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street,
are not associated with a historically significant person or persons. Therefore, the
building at 1303 State, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street are not
eligible for listing in the California Register of Historic Resources under Criterion 3b.
Criterion 3c: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or
method of construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or
possesses high artistic values;
Internationally renowned as an industrial and interior designer, Kem Weber was
recognized by the influential critics, Sheldon and Martha Cheney, in their book, Art and
the Machine (1936), “as the first West Coast designer to bring a tradition-free, machineage creativeness to American interior design.” Weber, who was one of the few
California-based industrial designers to establish an international reputation as an
industrial designer, helped establish California as a center for industrial design.
Moreover, the buildings at 1301, 1303, and 303A State Street, which represent
exemplars of the Streamlined Moderne style, express Weber’s enduring interest in the
machine aesthetic. Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings
at 1301 and 1303A State Street, which represent the work of Kem Weber, one of the
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most important industrial designers of the early twentieth century, are eligible for listing
in the California Register of Historic Resources under Criterion 3c.
Criterion 3d: Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.
The application of this criterion to 1303 State Street, which pertains to archaeological
deposits, is beyond the purview of this report.
9.2.1 Summary Statement of Eligibility at the State Level
The building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street, are potentially eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical
Resources under Criterion 2 and Criterion 3c.
9.3 Eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
Also to be considered are the criteria for the National Register of Historic Places.
(MEA Technical Appendix 1 VGB-10):
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects of State and
local importance that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association, and:
(a) That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history; or
(b) That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
(c)That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or
(d) That has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory
or history.
Application of the Criteria
(a) That is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history
As noted in the application of the City of Santa Barbara criteria in Section 9.1,
and the evaluation of eligibility for listing in the California Register of Historical
Resources in Section 9.2, the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings
at 1301 and 1303A State Street are not eligible for listing because of an
association with historic events. Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street, as
well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, are not eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion a.
(b) That is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past
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As noted above in Section 9.1, under the evaluation of Criterion a, and in Section 9.2,
under the evaluation of eligibility for listing the California Register of Historical
Resources, the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A
State Street, are not eligible for listing because of an association with the lives of
persons significant in our past. Therefore, the building at 1303 State Street, as well as
the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, are not eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places under Criterion b.
(c)That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction;
As noted above in Section 9.1, under the evaluation of Criterion f, and in Section 9.2
under the evaluation of eligibility for listing the California Register of Historical
Resources, the building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A
State Street, represent the work of Kem Weber, an internationally renowned industrial
designer who arrived in California from his native Germany in 1914, subsequently
moving to Santa Barbara in 1918 where he worked for the next three years. After
establishing a career in Los Angeles from 1921 until 1945 he returned once again to
Santa Barbara, where he retired in 1955. Invigorated by the ideas of the European
Modernists, Weber developed an architectural oeuvre, as well as a line of furniture and
decorative objects based on the machine aesthetic. Weber, already drawn to the
ideals of the mass-produced object, looked to the Streamlined Moderne style which
embodied these principles in its design aesthetic (One such example is his design for
the buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street). By the early 1930s he had
established a reputation as one of the world’s leading industrial designers. Later, in the
postwar period, Weber designed a number of buildings in the Santa Barbara area,
including his home and studio in Mission Canyon, a house in Montecito and the three
buildings at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street. Because the buildings at 1301, 1303 and
1303A State Street represent the work of Kem Weber, one of the world’s leading
industrial designers between the early 1920s and mid 1950s and are exemplars of his
interpretation of the Streamlined Moderne style, the building at 1303 State Street, as
well as the buildings at 1303 and 1303A State Street, are eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion c.
(d) That has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory
or history.
The application of this criterion to archaeological deposits is beyond the purview of this
report.
9.4 Summary Statement of Significance under the National Register of Historic
Places
The building at 1303 State Street, as well as the buildings at 1301 and 1303A State
Street, are eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Resources under
Criterion c.
Post/Hazeltine Associates
HSR for 1303 State Street
August 20, 2010

28

9.5 Summary Statement of Eligibility for Listing as a Historic Resource
The Historic Structures/Sites Report prepared by Post/Hazeltine Associates has
determined that the building located at 1303 State Street, as well as the
buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, are eligible for listing under the
following:
1) City of Santa Barbara (local level designation): Eligible for listing as a City of
Santa Barbara Landmark under Criteria a, d, e, f, g, and i, and Additional Criteria
6 and 7.
2) California Register of Historical Resources: Eligible for listing under Criteria 2
and 3c.
3) National Register of Historic Places: Eligible for listing under Criterion c.
10.0 EVALUATION OF PROJECT IMPACTS
As summarized in Section 9.5 the building at 1303 State Street and the buildings
at 1301 and 1303A State Street, are eligible for listing as significant historic
resources at the city, state and national level. Therefore, the building at 1303
State Street is considered a significant resource for the purposes of
environmental review. The following section of the report will identify and
evaluate potential project impacts that could result from implementation of the
proposed project.
10.1 Project Thresholds
This component of the study will assess the potential impacts that may result from
the implementation of the proposed project. The City MEA uses State CEQA
Guidelines #15064.5 for determining the significance of impacts to historic
resources:
An adverse effect is defined as an action that will diminish the integrity of those
aspects of the property that make it eligible for listing in a local, State or National
register of historic resources. CEQA defines adverse effect in the following
manner: A project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a
significant effect on the environment (Public Resource Code 15064.5 (b)).
Substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource means
physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its
immediate surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource
would be materially impaired (Public Resource Code 15064.5 (b1)).
CEQA defines material impairment of a historic resource as follows:
(A) Demolishes or materially alters in a adverse manner those physical
characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical significance
and that justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for, inclusion in the California
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Register of Historical Resources;
(B) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical
characteristics that account for its inclusion in a local register of historical
resources pursuant to section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or its
identification in an historical resources survey meeting the requirements of
section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless the public agency
reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a preponderance of
evidence that the resource is not historically or culturally significant; or
(C) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical
characteristics of a historical resource that convey its historical significance
and that justify it eligibility for inclusion in the California Register of Historical
Resources as determined by a lead agency for purposes of CEQA. (Public
Resources Code 15064.5 (b2).
(3) Generally, a project that follows the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
the
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings or the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating
Historic Buildings (1995), shall be considered as mitigated to a level of less
than significant.
(4) A lead agency shall identify potentially feasible measures to mitigate
significant adverse changes in the significance of an historical resource. The
lead agency shall ensure that any adopted measures to mitigate or avoid
significant adverse changes are fully enforceable through permit conditions,
agreements, or other measures.
The following direction for applying mitigation measures is found in Section 2.5 of
the MEA Guidelines for Archaeological Resources and Historic Structures and
Sites (2002: 65 - 70).
These include the following:
1) In-situ preservation is the preferred manner of avoiding damage to significant
historic resources.
2) Planning construction so that demolition or alteration of structures, sites and
natural
objects are not required; and
3) Incorporating existing structures, sites and natural objects into planned
development
whenever avoidance is not possible.
As noted in the guidelines the appropriateness of potential mitigation measures
is dependant on the type of historic resource and its degree of importance. A
resource’s significance is tied to its level of eligibility for listing at the local, state
and national level (MEA 2002: 66-67). The following range of potential mitigation
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measures are listed in the MEA:
1) Rehabilitation without relocation on site for use as habitable space, including
compliance with all State Historic Building Code requirements. The Secretary of
the Interior’s Guidelines would apply to this treatment.
2) Preserving the historic structure on site as non-habitable space. The Secretary
of the Interior’s Guidelines would apply to this treatment.
3) Relocation and preservation of the historic structure on site for use as
habitable space, including compliance with all State Historic Building Code
requirements. The Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines would apply to this
treatment.
4) Relocation and preservation of the historic structure on site for use as nonhabitable space. The Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines would apply to this
treatment.
5) Compatible incorporation of façade only of historic structure into the design
of the new building on site (This treatment would not meet the Secretary of the
Interior’s Guidelines that would apply to this treatment).
6) Advertisements for acquisition and relocation of structures with its subsequent
rehabilitation at its new site. The Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines would
apply to this treatment.
7) Demolition of historic structures with recordation according to the Community
Development Department’s “Required Documentation Prior to Demolition”
standards.
8) Commemoration of the demolished structure with a display of text and
photograph within the new building.
9) Commemoration of the demolished structure with a display of text and
photograph on the exterior of the new building.
10) Commemoration of the demolished structure with an enclosed display of
texts and photographs on the perimeter of the property at the primary entrance.
11) Salvage of significant materials for conservation in an historical display.
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards:
The following standards developed by the National Park Service to evaluate
impacts to historic resources will guide the evaluation of the proposed project:
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
1) A property will be used as it was historically or given a new use that requires minimal
change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.
2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of
distinctive materials or alterations of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.
3) Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use.
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.
4) Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will
be retained and preserved.
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5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.
6) Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature
will match the old in design, color, texture, and where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical
evidence.
7) Chemical and physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken by the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not
be used.
8) Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.
9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The
new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic
materials, features, size, scale, and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of
the property and its environment.
10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in
such a manner that if removed, in the future, the essential form and integrity of the
historic property will be unimpaired (36 CFR Part 68, 1995 Federal Register, Vol. 60, No.
133).
10.2 Work Plan
The work plan will focus on an evaluation of impacts of the proposed project on
the historic resources identified in this report.
10.2.1 The Building at 1303 State Street
Character Defining Elements of the Building at 1303 State Street
The following elements of the building are character-defining:








The overall massing and configuration of the building.
The recessed second floor, its stuccoed-walls, clerestory windows, and
tile-clad side gable roof.
The brushed concrete aggregate walls found on the building’s east
elevation.
The angled plate glass windows, set within a brushed aluminum
framework on the east elevation (currently, the brushed aluminum
framework is painted)
The plate glass door and its brushed aluminum surround on the east
elevation.
The roof canopy on the east elevation.
The second floor’s clerestory windows.

Non-Character Defining Elements of the Property at 1303 State Street
The following element of the building is not character-defining:
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The security door located on the west elevation. This door was added in
1999.
It should also be noted that the rear elevation, which is much simplified in
its design, does not embody the level of architectural significance of the
street façade.

Character Defining Elements of the Buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street
The following elements of the buildings are character-defining:










The overall massing and configuration of the buildings.
The recessed second floor roof, its roof covered in terra cotta tiles and
raked clerestory.
The brushed concrete aggregate and stuccoed walls found on the
building’s south, east and west elevations.
The angled plate glass windows and door, set within brushed
aluminum frames on the east elevation of 1303A State Street
The recessed plate glass door, its brushed aluminum surround at 1301
State Street
The plate glass windows on the east, south and west elevations of
1301 State Street.
The canopy on the south and east elevations of 1301 and 1303A State
Street.
The Streamlined Moderne styled signage on the canopy of 1301 State
Street.
The walled garden at the rear of 1301 State Street.

10.3 Proposed Project (Detailed Description)
The building at 1303 State Street is within the City of Santa Barbara El Pueblo
Landmark District (EPV). Design Guidelines for buildings within the EPV are found
in “Guidelines: El Pueblo Viejo District, Santa Barbara, California” (Revised 2009).
East Elevation (street façade)
The proposed scheme by Edwards & Pitman, Architects is to replace the existing
recessed front door and its two flanking windows with a new universal access
compliant glazed door set flush with the wall plane. The remainder of the
elevation would remain in place, including the existing canopy, aluminum
window frames, and glazing and concrete knee wall.
West Elevation (rear elevation facing pedestrian paseo)
As proposed the elevation’s existing rear elevation would be moved to the rear
property lot line. The existing, brushed concrete wall, door and window would
be removed. The south end of the new elevation would be angled back to
meet the existing wall plan of 1301 State Street. Its fenestration would consist of
a narrow 16-inch by 20-inch metal frame window set at the north end of the
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elevation. On its south side the window would be flanked by a metal door.
The project description includes the photographic recordation of the building’s
east and west elevations prior to their alteration.
10.3.1 Analysis of Project Impacts
The standards outlined in Section 10.1 of the report will guide the analysis of the
proposed project on historic resources.
10.3.2 Project Impacts
East Elevation
Implementation of the proposed project would require the following alterations
to the east elevation (see Figures 3A-3B):


Remove recessed door and two flanking windows and replace with a
glazed universal access door with flush with the existing wall plane.

Analysis:


The proposed removal east elevation’s existing door and flanking windows and
their replacement with a universal access door set flush with the wall plane
would not significantly impair the ability of the building at 1303 State Street to
convey its historic Streamlined Moderne style. Nor would it substantially impair its
status as an exemplar of the architectural oeuvre of Kem Weber. Moreover,
other elements of the street façade’s architectural scheme such as the brushed
concrete walls, large plate glass windows and their metal frames, the canopy
and second floor would remain in place. After the alterations, the three
buildings designed to read as a single unified architectural composition will still
be able to convey the essential features of its Streamlined Moderne style.
Therefore, the proposed alteration to the street façade of 1303 State Street,
which is relatively modest in scale, would meet Standard 9: New additions,
exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work
will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic
materials, features, size, scale, and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.



The proposed remodeling scheme for the building’s east elevation would
remove a small component of the east elevation’s original fabric (confined to
the removal of the existing door and its flanking windows). In the future it would
be possible to remove the door and reinstate the original recessed door
configuration, thereby meeting Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or
related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that if removed,
in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property will be
unimpaired.
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West Elevation (rear elevation) (see Figures 3A-3B)
Implementation of the proposed project would require the following alterations
to the west elevation.


The existing exterior wall would be demolished and moved out to the rear
property line in order to provide for a universal access bathroom. The
proposed design for the west elevation would remove the existing rear
wall and its door and fenestration. The rear elevation would be extended
several feet to the west to the rear property line. A new exterior wall of
brushed concrete would be built. Its fenestration would be composed of
a flush metal panel door with a small window covered by a metal grill set
at the north end of the elevation.

Analysis:


Unlike the State Street façades, which present an architectural composition
united by the use of a continuous canopy, the rear elevations of 1301, 1303 and
1303A State Street read more as discrete units rather than a single architectural
composition. This is not surprising given the more utilitarian design of the rear
elevations of 1303 and 1303A State Street, which functioned as the unit’s delivery
and service entrances. Because the rear elevations do not embody the level of
architectural distinction or significance found on the State Street facades, the
alteration of the rear elevation of 1303 State Street will not so alter the buildings
that their principal elevations (the east elevations facing State Street and the
south elevation of 1301 State Street) could not convey their Streamlined
Moderne architecture. While original fabric will be removed, this will not effect
the building’s principal elevation on State Street. Therefore, the proposed
alterations to the rear elevation of 1303 State Street would meet Standard 9:
New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale, and proportion, and
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10.3.3 Cumulative Impacts
If the proposed project were implemented the ability of the building at 1303
State Street, as well as the adjacent buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, to
convey the essential features of their historic appearance would be not be
significantly impaired because the street facade of 1303 State Street would
maintain its architectural and design integrity.
11.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
The Historic Structures/Sites Report prepared by Post/Hazeltine Associates
evaluated the property at 1303 State Street. The report determined that the
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building, which retains almost all of its original design and materials, along with
the contiguous buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, is eligible for listing as a
City of Santa Barbara Landmark, as a rare example in Santa Barbara of the
Streamlined Moderne and as the work of the internationally renowned architect
and designer, Kem Weber. Because the proposed project would not
significantly impair the ability of the Streamlined Moderne style building to
convey its status as the work of Kem Weber and as an example of the
Streamlined Moderne style, the proposed project would meet the Secretary of
Interior Standards and therefore, its impact to historic resources would be less
than significance (Class III).
12.0 LIST OF SOURCES CONSULTED AND BIBLIOGRAPHY
The following archives were used in the preparation of this report:
City of Santa Barbara Community Development Department, Records
Management Division:
Street and planning files for 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street
Santa Barbara Historical Society, Gledhill Library
Santa Barbara Main Public Library
The following resources were consulted in preparing report:
Agren, Linda
1997 J. P. Harrington and the Exploration of Burton Mound: Santa
Barbara,
Unpublished paper.
Allen, Rebecca
1997 Documentation for the National Landmark Study, Mission Santa Barbara,
California. Draft study prepared for the National Park Service, Pacific East Field
Area. Report prepared by KEA Environmental, Sacramento, California.
Andree, Herb & Noel Young
1975 Santa Barbara Architecture: From Spanish Colonial to Modern. Santa
Barbara: Capra Press.
Camarillo, Albert
1979 Chicanos in a Changing Society: From Mexican Pueblos to
American
Barrios in Santa Barbara and Southern California 1848-1930. Harvard
University Press. Cambridge, Massachusetts and London, England.
Conard, Rebecca & Christopher Nelson
1986 Santa Barbara: A Guide to El Pueblo Viejo. Santa Barbara: Capra Press

Everett, William B. and Gary B. Coombs
1990 Mule Car and Trolley: The Story of the Santa Barbara Street Railway.
Post/Hazeltine Associates
HSR for 1303 State Street
August 20, 2010

36

Institute for American Research and McNally & Loftin, Goleta, California
Gebhard, David and Robert Winter
1975 A Guide to Architecture in Los Angeles and Southern California. Peregrine
& Smith: Salt Lake City.
Helfrich, Kurt
2001 Designing the Moderne: Kem Weber’s Bixby House. University Art Museum,
UCSB, exhibition catalogue, November 29, 2000 – February 11, 2001.
Longstreth, Richard
2000 The Drive-In, The Supermarket, and the Transformation of Commercial
Space in Los Angeles, 1914-1941. MIT Press paperback edition: Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.
Moore, Charles, Gerald Allen and Don Lyndon
1974 The Place of Houses. University of California Press, Berkeley.
Muller, Katherine K., Richard E. Broder and Will Beittel
1974 Trees of Santa Barbara: Santa Barbara Botanic Garden.
Nelson, Christopher
1980 "Santa Barbara Architecture to 1930." M.A. Thesis, UCSB.
1997 Noticias, Vol. XLIII, Spring, 1997. “Santa Barbara Art & Artists, 1940 to 1960.”
2004 Noticias, Vol. XLIX, Vol. L, No. 1, Winter/Spring 2004. “Santa Barbara
Grocers.”
O'Neill, Owen Hugh
1939 History of Santa Barbara County, Its People and its Resources. Union
Printing Co.
Phillips, Michael James
1927 History of Santa Barbara County, California from its Earliest Settlement to
the Present Time. Two volumes. S.J. Clarke Publishing Company.
R.L. Polk and Company
1911-1991 Santa Barbara City Directories. Dallas, Texas (indexed by street
beginning in 1912).
Santa Barbara, City of
2009 City of Santa Barbara Community Development Department, Planning
Division, Initial Study/Environmental Checklist MST2007-00413, Project: 110 W Sola
Street, April 16, 2009.
Santa Barbara News Press, as cited.
Slaton, Deborah & William G. Foulks, editors.
Post/Hazeltine Associates
HSR for 1303 State Street
August 20, 2010

37

2000 Preserving the Recent Past 2. Meredith Arms Bzdak, “From Big Bear to Big
Box: Twentieth-Century Supermarkets in New Jersey” Historic Preservation
Education Foundation, National Park Service, Association for Preservation
Technology International: Washington, D. C.
Tompkins, Walter A.
1989 Santa Barbara Neighborhoods. Schauer Printing Studios, Santa Barbara.
1975 Santa Barbara Past and Present: An Illustrated History. Schauer Printing
Company Inc., Santa Barbara.
Whitaker, Craig
1995 Architecture and the American Dream. Three Rivers Press, New York.
Williams, James, C.
1977 Old Town, Santa Barbara: A Narrative History of State Street from Gutierrez
to
Ortega, 1850-1973. Public History Monograph #1. The Graduate Program in
Public Historical Studies, Department of History, University of California, Santa
Barbara.
The following maps and aerial photographs were consulted for this report:
Bird's Eye Views of Santa Barbara, 1877 and 1898. On file at the Santa Barbara
Historical Society, Gledhill Library.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company: 1886-1931. Insurance Maps of Santa Barbara,
California. Sanborn Map Company, New York, 1886, 1888, 1892 (corrected
through 1903), 1907 (corrected through May 1921), 1907 (corrected through
1929—post earthquake), 1931 (corrected through 1946), and 1931 (corrected
through 1963). On file at the Santa Barbara Historical Society, Gledhill Library.
Preliminary Sketch of Santa Barbara 1853. Field Notes of Surveyor, 1853.
Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley (Copy on file at the Santa
Barbara Historical
Society, Gledhill Library).
Barry, Walter E. City of Santa Barbara Map, 1912. Planning Division, Community
Development Department.
United States Coast & Geodetic Survey Map of 1854. On file at the Santa
Barbara Historical Society, Gledhill Library.
United States Coast & Geodetic Survey Map of 1870. On file at the Santa
Barbara Historical Society, Gledhill Library

Post/Hazeltine Associates
HSR for 1303 State Street
August 20, 2010

38

MAPS AND FIGURES

39

1303 State Street

N

Figure 1
Location Map for 1303 State Street

1303 State Street

Figure 2
Parcel Map for the Property at 1303 State Street

Figure 3A
Existing and Proposed East Elevation & Proposed West Elevation

Figure 3B
Ground Floor Proposed Plan

Figure 3C
Second Floor, Proposed Scheme

Figure 4
Christian Science Reading Room (1301 State Street)
Corner of West Victoria and State Street, (looking northwest)
Post/Hazeltine Associates 2009

Figure 5
1200 block of State Street
(looking south)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 6
Southeast Corner of the 00 block of East Victoria and 1200 block of State Street
(looking east)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 7
Southwest Corner of the Intersection of State and West Victoria Street (looking
southwest)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 8
1300 block of State Street (west side)
(looking north)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

1303 State Street

1301 State Street
1303A State Street

Figure 9
View of the three storefronts at 1301, 1303 and 1303A State Street
(looking west)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 10
State Street Elevation of 1301, 1303, and 1303A State Street
(looking west)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 11
State Street Elevation of 1301 and 1303 State Street
(looking south)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 11A
State Street Elevation (east) of 1303 State Street
(looking northwest)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 12
State Street Elevation of 1301 1303, and 1303A State Street
(looking south)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Former Location of
Planter

Figure 13
State Street Elevation of 1301 State Street
(looking south)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 14
State Street Elevation of 1301 State Street, Detail of Entrance
(looking southwest)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 15
West Victoria Street Elevation (south) of 1301 State Street
(looking north)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)
walled courtyard
behind 1301 State

Figure 16
West Victoria Street Elevation (south) of 1301 State Street
(looking north)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)
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Figure 18
Rear Elevation (west) of 1303 State Street
(looking northeast)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

1303A State Street

1303 State Street

1301 State Street

Figure 19
Rear Elevation (west) of 1301, 1303 and part of 1303A State Street
(looking south)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)

Figure 20
Rear Elevation (west) of 1303A State Street
(looking southeast)
(Post/Hazeltine Associates 2010)
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Project Description:

This building is on the City's List of Potential Historic Resources. Proposal for alterations to an existing,
two-story, 2,300 square foot commercial building including a 51 square foot one-story addition at the rear, and
the elimination of 153 square feet from the second story. Also proposed is to reconfigure the front entry to be
handicapped-accessible, and the addition of one rooftop HVAC unit at the front, and two rooftop condensers
on the rear side. There will be a net loss of 103 square feet of Measure "E" floor area.
Activities:

11/10/2010

HLC-Consent (Final Review)

(Final Approval of the project is requested.)
Postponed indefinitely at Staff's request.
10/27/2010

HLC-Concept Review (Continued)

(Third Concept Review. Action may be taken if sufficient information is provided.)
(3:59)
Present:

Richard Redmond, Architect

Public comment opened at 4:03 p.m.
Kellam de Forest, local resident, commented about the blank wall on Victoria Street.
Public comment closed at 4:04 p.m.
Motion: Preliminary Approval and continued indefinitely to the Consent Calendar for final.
Action: Adams/Suding, 7/0/0. (Drury/Murray absent.) Motion carried.
** THE COMMISSION RECESSED FROM 4:09 P.M. TO 4:20 P.M. **
(MST ABR Summary.rpt)
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Activities:

10/27/2010

HLC-Prelim Approval-Project

10/13/2010

HLC-Concept Review (Continued)

(Third Concept Review. Action may be taken if sufficient information is provided.)
This item was postponed two weeks at the applicant's request.
10/12/2010

HLC-Correspondence/Contact

Jeraldine from Edwards-Pitman office called to say that architect Richard Redmond is on vacation and
will not be able to make the 10/13/10 full board hearing as agendized. Applicant was continued two
weeks to tomorrow's hearing at their last review, so they were aware that they would be on the next
agenda. Postponement fee added to the account, to be paid by 10/20/10. Informed Jeraldine that I
would place the item on the 10/27/10 FB agenda at her request.
9/29/2010

HLC-Hist. Struc. Rpt Accepted

HSSR prepared by Post/Hazeltine Associates, dated August 20, 2010, was accepted with the request that
revisions be made. The report determined that the building is Landmark-worthy.
9/29/2010

HLC-Concept Review (Continued)

(Second Concept Review. Action may be taken if sufficient information is provided.)
(2:10)
Present:

Richard Redmond, Architect

Public comment opened at 2:18 p.m.
Kellam de Forest, local resident, commented on this project's paseo in context with the 34 W. Victoria
Street project.
Public comment closed at 2:19 p.m.
Motion: Continued two weeks with the comment that the applicant should study and present a
screening solution of the added air conditioning units that will be located on the low, flat roof.
Action: Sharpe/Drury, 5/0/0. (Adams/Murray/Pujo/Shallanberger absent.) Motion carried.
9/29/2010

HLC-Historic Structures Report

(Review of Historic Structures/Sites Report prepared by Post/Hazeltine Associates. The report
(MST ABR Summary.rpt)
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Activities:

determined that the building, along with the contiguous buildings at 1301 and 1303A State Street, is
eligible for listing as a City of Santa Barbara Landmark.)
(2:01)
Present:

Timothy Hazeltine, Historical Consultant

Staff comments: Jake Jacobus, Associate Planner/Urban Historian, stated that the structure on the site
sits on three individual lots. The report focuses on one of the parcels. Staff has reviewed the report and
agrees with the report's conclusion that the project will not negatively impact the potential historic
resource.
Public comment opened at 2:04 p.m.
Kellam de Forest, local resident, commented about previous structures at the location.
Public comment closed at 2:06 p.m.
Motion: To accept the report as amended:
1. Page 32, third bullet below 10.2.1, as well as other locations on the report, should be revised to read
"The bush hammered concrete…"
2. Page 36, top of page should read "Streamlined Moderne style…"
Action: Boucher/Sharpe, 5/0/0. (Adams/Murray/Pujo/Shallanberger absent.) Motion carried.
9/22/2010

HLC-Resubmittal Received

13 sets of final HSSR and three sets of drawings for continued second concept review.
2/3/2010

HLC-FYI/Research

Tier 3 SWMP required prior to Final Approval.
9/2/2009

HLC-Concept Review (New)

(Comments only: Single Concept Review.)
(4:18)
Present:

Richard Redmond, Architect

Public comment opened at 4:23 p.m. and, as no one wished to speak, it was closed.
The Commission directed the applicant to have a Phase 1 Historic Structures Report prepared. This is a
historically significant corner building and altering its design as proposed would not be acceptable.
(MST ABR Summary.rpt)
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Activities:

8/18/2009

HLC-FYI/Research

If a project is submitted for the standard four hearings and HLC action, new fees should be charged,
with the one-time concept review fee deducted from those new fees. S. Gantz 564-5470
8/17/2009

HLC-FYI/Research

This case is for Concept Review only. Per the architect, he spoke to Jake Jacobus, Historian and Jake
advised that architect could apply for a very conceptual review only, prior to submitting the HSSR (per
parcel tag). Also, architect was advised that a plan check would not be done until the required project
stats were submitted and that additional parking may be required, and Measure E square footage would
need to be confirmed.
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